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OUT OF THE ’

After all those statements like "Hurry up and write cause the next
issue comes out in a month!" in VOID 5, I'm ashamed to say that it ain't.,
No. I have gone gafia for a while, or rather had, for 1I'm not now, and did
exactly nothing on VOID or correspondence or anything for several weeks.
Maybe this VOID is a witness to this fact, for it's a small 20 pages, un-
like the last issue. Sorry.

T

At long last Jim and I have made a decision. We are getting tired of
slaving away over a hot flatbed mimeo, and hgve tried to obtain a rotary
model from various sourccs, Now, some of you over in the States may think
finding a good model for a small amount of money is pretty easy, if, re-
peat, 1f it's second hand. That'z what we thot, too, but our luck must
bc all shot this year, for therc just arcn't any such things over herec.

First, taking what I thot was the logical step, I looked for a friend
who knew about mimeos and might have one for sale. It would be even better
if this person was a fan, and could probably understand better, wouldn't
it? Yeah. So naturally I thot of one Rose rBbert first, since she operated
a mimeo shop (or I figured she did -- having seen somesuch statement in
a fanzine) and would know about second hand things. I wrote, She replied.
No, no companies which are large are handli:.; second-hand mimeos, ycs, you
can get one from a local store if you're lucky, and yes, I've got one to%é{
sell, I wished to know how 1t worked and if it was good, because she stat
the amazing price of $15 for it, and that's pretty cheap any way you go,
So, natueally, I replied fast. And she replied that she was sorry, but her
husband was dismantling iT To repair the newer model they had., There went

anothop . chance,

Over here the only contact as to prices back in the States is through
the Se-rs&Roebuck catalog, so natch I consulted it, $42.50 for a mimeo.
A little expensive, but we could make 1t. out we wanted to get it pretty
fast, and not in six weeks (it would take us that long to save for it),
gso I did a little fast thinking and came up with some other sources: (1)
Try a special store downtown that sells second-hand everythings, in other
words, about cverything under the sun or (2) Salvage a mimco from the Army
salvage dump and repair 1t somehow, We're going to try all three somo-
time in the near future, so if the next issue doesn't look like this one
you'll know we got one.,

With this new mimco that we hope to get thore'll be a change of
bolicy, too. Starting next 1ssue we will docide our policy by what is at
hand and if it is good or not. No fanzine ever became well-known and had
a wide circulation if it kept to onc special theme, and with a rotary
model VOID can increase circulation. The only thing that held us back was
the time 1lnvolved to 'run off many copies over 100, so with a better
machine we'll probably increase both size and circulation -~ possibly
VOID will go quarterly with 40page issues. But enuf of mimeos and such,
and I'll run off to mimeo thils page and assemble the issue and send it to
you. Thanks for listening and I'll seec you next issue =-- hail Trufandom!

=== greg



EDITORIAL NOTE: The following not-play isg written in the hope of expressing
thhe True rersonality of Gerfandom and a few outsiders such as myself., This
Dero will be a one-shot affailr, and I hopec it will show all of you the

real atmosphere of good will, etc, in which Gerfandom works, and that you
might see the real cooperation we have herc. and no offence intended,eltiner
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PLACE: A Deutsch mecting at walt Spicgl's housc,

Greg Benford: When Belgifandom crumbles under the overpowering forces of
Gerfandom, I think we ought to set up a ruling group composed of the best
Belgifans, the ones we like, that is, so they can run their own show,

Jan Jansen: why?
Greg B: why what?

Jan J: wWhy will you crush Belgifandom? Are you sure you can? Who said you
were going to ovcrrun the fine, glorious, serconfannish fandom I have lab-
ored 30 long to construct? who said you could ever defeat the mighty fort-
ress ALrHA? who, huh? s

Rose Ebert: As an lmpartial observer of the passing pagent of human e¢voents,
it scems to me that this argument 1s useless, as ncither side has actually
donc anything yct.

Walt Ernsting: Just a minute here! Look at the great things Gerfandom has!
The S#CD! UTOFPIA! YKS! VOID! And cven rfANTUM! I wish only to wnive the
Contincnt, not causc a major split! Takc heed to the great words!

Ann Stcul: Yeah, and makc it a 'we love WE socicty.'! Sorry, not for me, I
will not mix with Herr Ernsting, who a filthy pro ist, fannish f'andom is a
lot bctter than this sercon sun-worshippcrs thing you've got.

Jim Benford: This is getting rather sickening,
Ellis Mills: what 1is?

Jim: 'This whole thing about fandoms springing up and this fandom taking ov-
¢r that fandom, Belgifandom has threc morc members than Gerfandom, we are
strongcst. Ugh.

Walt: I've told you before, if you want to be fannish, don't come¢ to me, I
like a good joke, yes, but not when we've got the pore 1littl neofans a-
round. We are adults, but the 1little kiddics cannot throw bheor cans us
hard as we, I might got sued.

walt Spicgl: I think this statcment doscrves some sort of credit and :3



commont, but e¥% tho prosont moment I can't think of onc,

Ellis: You never do,

Rose Ebsrt: That*s the 4couble wlth fans thcesae days, svoryone 1s reaching
for pleasure, and no onc bothers to stop and think about the world and the

Truc Implications of human Soclety. The troublc with the fow of us---1if not
all---prcscnt is that we cannot Taink Decply and Deduce The Truth from

Othcr's Sayings,

Klaus Unbchaun: what was that?

Jan Janscn: rlcasec, don't disturb her Docp Thots.
Walt E: What was she talking about?

Greg: Yloasc, let's not start another one of thosc discussions. Has anyono
hero road Thc Loncly Crowd?

Walt S: Not again.

Julian: well, now that you think about kosc's statcment, thcere is some
truth in thc thing.

Klaus: Like what?

Julian: wcll, well,....well,

Jim: Boy, what a brilliant answer,

Julian: rloase, rosain your silence when speaking to me.

Ann: Twinnices, hush,

Greg: whackfan,

Walt E: Lot us not be rceduced to the level of ann Stcul and her fannishncess.

Klaus: Yes, walter, you arc right. we must stay togother if wc are to beat
off thec attacks of theso carnival-party fans.

Jun: Waht the hceeck is a carnival-party fan?

Walt E: Sincc you'rc not in Gerfandom, I don't think you would undcrstand.
Jan: Arc you implying that Belgifandom is bcelow your bunch?

Walt: No, I am mcrecly suggecsting that you arc not in tho inncrmost conver-
sations that go on between us, I do not wish to split the Continent, but
join it togcecther in a good, solid organization.

Ann: wherce have I hcard that boforo?

Greg: Did you hcar about thc hero-worshipping fan we have amoung us? I
won't mention her namo, but shc's a very good fricnd of Jan's, and had u
story in his fanzinec, If any of you rcccived lettors from her like I did,
you'd rcally bc surprisecd.

Julian: Sincec therc arc only two fommefans prcsent, it makcs it sort of



hard to keop from roaching tho logical conelasion, Grog, when considering
things likc this, you must takc into account thc people present, their
opinions, their fcc¢lings, and such, Not to do so could resuit in a very
bad sccne. Thoreforc, beforc you continuc, 1 think you could and shonld
considor all thesc vicwpolnts, and then go ahead.

Gru::'Aro you through, Julian?

JP: Ycs.

Gregs Then may I say I have taken into account the full implications of
your spcoch, and will act eccordingly. Her namc is Ann Stoul.

Julian: I thought you werc going to hced the words of my wisdom,

Greg: Yces. |

Julian: Yos? what knid of answcer is that?

Jim: It's bectter than somc of yours.

Rosc: As an impartial obscrver of tho passing pagont of human cvents....

Ellis: ...you don't gec that anyone has proven anything, and thercforc
rccommcnd dropring thce subjcct.

Rosc: Exactly.
Klaus: why did you brcak in likc that, bllis?

Ellis Mills: I hadn't had a linc sinco that "you nover do® on tho socond
page. What am I supposcd to do if thc guy won't cven give me a decent line?

Greg: The corrcspondonce Rosc and I ‘have been carrying on is very inter-
csting beccausc it's got decp, innermost mcaning.

Walt S: Not anothcr onc of thoso 'dcep, symbolic' things, I hope,

Ann: Ycah, you always gct into thosc tarpits of wisdom discusgsions.

Jim: Now that you mcntion it, I was glancing through the first issue of
ANDRO and I noticcd a placc just before that "What Is wWith Galaxy"' articlg
wherce you mentioncd 'Cool Jazz' and 'Dixioland'. what gives with the rock
'n roll jag, WE?

Rosc: Excusc mc, but what languagc are wec spcaking now?

Jan: tngnilish, of coursc, jazzcd up, but still Engnilisj.

Walt E: Oh, it was just a note on Amcricans and thoeir jazz.Nothing import-
ant,

Ann: Ycs, after that crummy first issuc I don't blamc you for saying it
was of no importancc, Ech.

Walt E: Sce, Klaus, I told you thcsc so-callcd fannish fans lookecd down
on us! Now you havce cvidence for your own cycs! Sce, forry was right. -

o

Boyd Racburn: How insuffcrablc th se scrcon fans can get.



Walt E: Wc of thc SFCD likoe m joko as woll as you do, but at tho moment wc
have to sholtor the neofans, Let us not degross at the momoent.

Ann: Bravo again.

Julian: I'm glad nobody et the wotzCon tricd to drink hair cream. That wo-
uld have rcally becn strange, secing that nonc of tho Gorfon cver heard of
Vorzincr,

Walt 8: Who is Vorzimer?

Julian: See¢, I told you they didn't know who ho was,

Greg: I know, and I'm a Gorfan,

Jan: Wcll, you might ocall yoursolf a Gerfan, but not a recal onc, You'vo
becn in activce fandom before, and that's somothing ontircly differcnt.

Ellis: Hoy, Walt, did you roally pour watcr on somobody at tho wetzCon,
likc 1t said in Greg's con roport? You might bo anothcr sllison.

]

Hi ho, sald A, Rowdy,
Walt Splogl: Who'!s A. Rowdy?
Koso: Oh, ho was just a rowdy.

Greg: Onco thorc was a mountaln rango callod uin that complctely surrounded
five natlons, And these countries woroe forover known as thce InteruinNations,

Emsgting: Ohhhhh, I fecl sick,

Jan: And thon thcecro was the fan who always grcoeted his fricnds with
"HY-rHEN! "

Julian: I wrotc a letter to Doan Grennell and asked him how his fanzine
devcloped and onlarged. Latcer I got a poctearcd saying, "Oh,it just GRUE,"

Ellis: I camo into thc barracks the other day and right by my bunk there
sat a blg TRIODE,

Walt Ernsting: Good lord, I can't stand any morc of these puns. Let me out
of hore,

Ann: Woll, the ond of Walt Ernsting is a good note to ¢nd on, I think.

And thoy did.
-GB
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OI1D,
Esq

I have been usked, at a time whon I was obviously out of my mind (I
agroed), to write an article for VOID ancnt my safari into Darkest Benford-
land. Sgnity rcturning, I began to regret having madc such & rash state-
mont, howover, I did promise to writc, All I can say now is, "Alright Greg
Bonfﬁrd, you askecd for it and you'rc going to get ite=~=right in the mail-
box!

~  Ellis Mills

While I was othcerwise onjoylng myself at the WetzCon, I met the Benford
. twins. {(Onc littlc realizecs what a calamity that is until onc gets the
chanco to mcct them., Don't,) They invited me to visit them at their home in

Giessen., "Not next weekend as we have VOID to put out but perhaps later."

I managed to restrain myself until the 28th of Januury,two full weeks after
the WetzCon, then assuring myself that the work on VOiv would have been
safely accomplished I ascertained the schedule of the military bus running
to Giessen acked some_ g {rusty teperecorder r.bbed
e're going to Ve & report on the wetz= —" & )

con!" =—=c-- GAB o
my halrbrush-combination traveling kit and my i6mm Bell 2na Howoil /
movie camera and scurried off to the bus stop. I took the base

shuttle bus to the main gate, then walked a block to catch the /
bus to Oberforsthaus, transferring to the Strassenbahn 15 to f ‘

ride to the Hauptbahnhoft. from the Hauptbahnhoft a short ride on
17 Strassenbahn brought me to the NACOM Haedquarters gate D and
the Army bus for Giessen, I arrived with about ten minutes to
spare before the bus departed, which time I spent working at a \
crossword puzzle. when the bus finally stzrted, I laid aside ny \
puzzle to enjoy the scenery. The next twenty minutes were spent /
navigating the streets and alleys of Frankfurt, when I was ) S
beginning to hope we were on our way, the bus turned into a (7]
driveway and parked behind the Ffrankfurt Army Hospital for fifteen oy
minutes. Puzzle again. Once more on the high road we sailed merrily
along, through every small town between frankfurt and Giessen with stops
at each., (It seemed that way anyhow!) finally the bus pulled up at the
Glessen Exchange Commisary.

I had been directed by Greg to dismount and take tn. 'starlight walk!
to the Starlight theatre, then to look around for the bowling alley as he
and Jim were spending time that could have beccen utilized in getting VOID
ready attending bowling club mectings., Naturally, he expected me to arrive
at about 11:45, The mere fact that the bus did not l.ave Frankfurt (the

anted: Fortable degravitator for tape recorder., Send details to s
NULbL=s
only bus on Saturdays) untll 12:10 mattered not. 1 stoggercd the distance
to the bowling alley oan to find it void of Benfords, I asked the manager
if I could borrow his telephone to call them. when Grog answered wc could
hardly understand each other, I still think the manager ought to have let
me take the phone outside; some people have no faith in human nature. An
so Greg hurried down to the bowling alley and escorted me to the mansion.




Jim had gone to the llbrary and thence to
the bus stop to walt for me, Grog and I were relax
Ing and wondering if Jim was getting cold walting
for me when he walked in, we discusscd fanzines
and the vetzlon and I tried to read the WetzCon
report from the magter copy of VOID, Certain
parties indicated that I was deleying the publica-
tion of VOID 5 so I curled up in a corner with a
stack of fanzines and let Groeg finish typing the
report, I set up my tape recorder and played
soothing (?) music while Greg worked, and then we
started a short tape to WaW which we finished
after supper. The twins and I ate a hearty supper
while their parents cxplained that they wero dlet-
ing and recally worcn't very hungry., After supper
Greg continued typing and Jim got busy reading a
book so he could write up one of those wishy-washy reviews on it, {Ouch!
Those gtyli hurt!) I glanced through the %wins colloction and picked out an
0ld AMAZING to read when Col. BenIord looked in and suggested 1t was about
time to retire.

Sunday morning dawncd bright and early, without meo. I didn't get up
ti1ll after 8 o'clock, After a hearly breakfast we rcad the cditorial section
of the Sunday paper {Pogo, ctc,). Sunday after dinner, tho parents left and
the twins decided to takc some pictures, I dcclared it was too dark to uso

8 roll o m hag traveled o miles since 1 sho ¢ Iirst twonty

feet,'" -=- EM

the movie camera, 1 save more riim that way! 1t wasn't too dark to use the
twins camera so they took turns posing., We troopcd back into the apartment
to warm up, then gathored five stencils, the flatbed, ink, paper, slip
sheeots, two card tables, a chair (for mc) and another back ish of AMAZING
{(also for meo). we adjourned to the attic. The twins propared the flatbed .
and ran off onc shect of VOID, Then I was forcced to put down the AMAZING
and gathor tho shects just comploted ncatly in a pille while Greg and Jim
put on the next stoncil, In this wise wc continued, until, having complotod
the last stenecil, we oncc again took up thc fan Man's Burden returning post-
haste to the apartment. All that remained to be done on VOID 5 was the
contents page and the cover. Jim insisted that I look through the fanzine
collection, I tried, believe me I tried{ Ewvery time I saw something I want-
ed to read, Jim would thrust another stack of fanzines at me muttering that
I wasn't looking at the collection. (I could feel hurt except for the fact
that I did the same to Walt Spiegl when he visited me Christmas day. Bread
cast upon the waters!) Soon it was time for me to depart., Col, Benford
drove me to the station and the twins came along to make sure I didn't
sneak back into town, I boarded the D train (schnellzug) and arrived spocde
ily at the Frankfurt Hauptbahnhoft. As I walked out the door of the station
I saw the 22:30 bus to the base pull away from the curb across the street,
Undismayed, I boarded the 15 Strassenbahn for Oberforsthaus arriving two
minutes after the bus for the base left and 58 minutes before the next one,
As 1t was cold I decided to return to town and catch the 11;30 bus direct
to the base. I boarded the next Strassenbahn 21 heading downtown only to
discover it was on its last run and didn't go to the Hauptbahnhoft. I got
off and waited for the 15, As I waited I grew more and more approhengive
as 11:30 approachecd. The 15 Strassenbahn camc at last and depoaited me at
the Hauptbahnhoft in time to catch the 11:30 bus, the last bus of the night,
In due time I was again deposited in front of my barracks, throughly bushed
amid chllled through and through.

My trip to Glessen was fini.




\/ ! !!! 2 There's only a few pages of fanmag re-
] viowe thls time, since not such a long while
/'“ @ V/ @ W q has passcd betwoen VOID 5 and 6. The crop of
~—! fanzines has becn a little small, but you
will probably get bigger ones next issue. But,

as the old proverb sez, strike while the iron
is hot,.. s

QOPSLAa!, Gregg (two 'g's) Calkins, editor.
2878 East lorgan Drive, Salt Lake City 17, Utah. 15 cach, bi-monthly (ha),
Gestentered on pink, green, orange, blue, red and other assorted colors of
paper. Suprisingly, Gregg (two 'g's) has managed to get out one issue with-
in two months of the other, tho Therbligs suffers becausc of this fact. Be-
cause of the loss of THE HARP by Walt Willis and Bob Silverburg's FANZINE
FANFARON and the addition of a few columns that usually don't usually in-
habit this region, OOPS is a bit off the usual mixture this issuc. Not that
1t's below standard, though, far from it. Lec Hoffman is back from a long,
loud silence and adds a lot with her dcscription of Washington and the fen
who rove around there, Bloch rambles on and on about humor and comedians
for a while and then Phyllis Economou has something called "Cats Unlimited",
which 1s reprinted from FAPA,....personally I didn't gct thc whole thing as
a humor pieco. Vern McCain 1is really good at doing almost any sort of
column, and proves it by showing up with his Mark, Jawn Berry is here again
with yet another story of Irish fandom and then Terry Carr tells us about

a meeting in 1940 with his Face Critturs. Therbligs has always been my
favorite in 0028 (except possibly THE HARP, that is) with its letters and
editorializings and whotnots. 00-S? A real good mag...in my opinion the
best for that side of the Pond.

ISFA, a huge thing from Ed McNulty. 5645 N. Winthrop, Indianapolis, Ind,
No price listed, but I.imagine a letter will get ycu one, quarterly, maybe
a little more frequent if he has time, mimeoed. Apparently Ed has some
affection for airplanes, as the zine has several of the little things fly-
ing about the contents page, the bacover, and all inside, The cover is an
awful thing done in green and red ink. Not that grecn and red make a cover
bad, in foct the work with the flatbed (I think that's what he does it
with) is pretty good....but thc illo could have been drawn by a five year-
old. The middle pages of the zine are devoted in same places to "gart", be-
ing mostly girls and one abstract. "Away In A Manger" by Tom Stratton is a
long and boring Clevention report whose high point is the illo of the hotel
on the title pagc. Stratton goes on for nine pages with dull pharagraph
after dull pharagraph of reporting, which is the "we went here and we did
this and then we went there...” type., Somoone namcd Jack Danicls writes
fairly well on fandom and its results on teenagecrs and thereby creates the
best thing in the 50-page 1issue,,.in the non-fiction department, that is.
Warren Link does a good job on a story about the undertaker of the future
that I think he could have sold to a prozine. A few miserable souls try
to write poems and Tom Stratton does a fair satire and from then on the
issue goes column-like except for a very good and witty review of "Cat
Women Of The Moon' by Gene Deweese. If ISFA was smaller, and contained
the good material 1t publishes, 1t would be a good fanzine. But right now
it wastes apace and only reaches the rating of advcrage despite all of its
space and work,

MAGNITUDE, Ralph Stapenhorsat Jr., ed. Horizon's Enterprises, 409 West
Eeiﬂngton Drive, Glendale 3,Calif. 10¢ each, 6/50¢, Guarterly, photo off-
sct, It's been a good half year since the last “quarterly"” issue of Maggy
came out, but as Ralph says, sometimes it's hard to get the right Q
~t



type of material for a fanzine that wishes to be called "fandom's ASTOUND-
ING," In many ways the time shows, tho, in the neatnesd its pages reflect,
the care taken in the layouts, the delicate shading, and the better tybing.
The material itself 1s better, too, and more polished., "How To Become A
Science fiction Writer = Like Me" by Ed Clinton,Jr, is a pretty good arti-
cle, and contains some good sense, The story "Remember Us” taken from a
tape by Paul Arram and Tad Duke really should have gone into some prozine,
I think, for 1t's real queality. Toward the back therc are a few movie
colums, as can be expected of any fanzine in carshot of 4e, and there's
even a picture from one of Disney's space films. The material, though,isn't
rcally the main asset of Maggy. With
Ron Cobb and company on tap Ralph
has loaded his zine with large illos
of high quality. but then, what did
you expect from a pro?

Maggy right now isn't actually
fandom's a3f, but 1f the C-D group
koeps this sort of work, I suspect it
soon will be, It'll bear watching,

anyway.

SCIENCE FICTION BUGLE, Mike Dunn,ed.
JOth F.A, Group, Ar0 165, New York,
N.Y. Ten a year, I think, 5¢ each,
10/45¢, mimeoed. Taking into account
the fact thgt the editor is only 8
years old (A record of some sort, I
believe), SFBugle isn't too bad. Tho
the contents are very small and the
‘duplication is pretty bad, what can

% you cexpect? It's only a second issue,
and I think SFB will improve a lot in the next few numbors. I'll pass
judgment then, * - »

NFFF TRADER, Ray Schaffer Jr,, oditor, 4541 Third Strect N.W., Canton,
Ohio. 10Z each, 3/25¢, bi-monthly, mimeoed. What with three mags coming ait
all together claiming to recover the late and great KAYMAR TRADER's cir-
culation, there was a bit of confusion in the ranks of fandom as to who
actually had the title, Well, it scems now that Ron Smith has brought
KAYMAR into hls INSIDE & SF ADVERTISER, making it three titles for one mag,
Ron Voigt will soon (if not alrcady) publish a new trading mag, and now
Ray has comc out with N3F TRADER, As he says, INSIDE & SFA can handle the
large circulation ads, i,e,, the pooplo who want to reach the largest
nunber possible., It looks like NFFF and hHon Voigt will be battling it out
to see who gets the smaller ads, and Ray appears to have the edge since

he came out first, May the best man (or mag, as it may be) win.

ROT, Mal Agshworth, ed. 40, Makin St,, Tong St., Bradford 4, Yorks, England,
Tree for a letter or something, very irregular, mimeoed, Of course the
first thing I said when Mal's mag arrived in the mail was "what hath Ghod
Rot." but that didn't help much 'cause it was still there and I couldn't
Throw it away---after all, he sent it to me. The fact is, though, that rCT
is very readable, and contains the same old spirit as the late and great
(again) BEM, There's the same old reckless cover, the long editorial with
all sorts of subjects, and unlike the old BEM, there are actually some
Rotsler illos., I myself would advise very muchly getting ROT....and I
rcfuse to say 1t's ROTten.

1(] And that's all for thils issue.....small, but necessary.



| /Q @V/@W A COLUMN BY
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FANTUM No, 1, Spring, 1956, (Editors Anne Steul, Wetzlar/Lahn, ralken-
strasse 17, Germany; Publisher: Jan Jansen, 229 Berchemlei Borgerhout,
Antwerp, Belgium; irpegular? price DM 0,70 (1s.2d., or about 18¢))

My immediate reaction on seeing fANTUM, Anne Steul's first German-
language fanzine (one of the surprises she gave us at the WetzCon) was
astonishment, For whereas her OMPAzine FanANNia had been crude and pri-
mitive in layout, art-work and standard of duplicating, fANTUM is a very
superior publicaetion, and on appearance it earns a place among the leaders
of the world's fan press, But I scon realized that my comparison had been
unfair; the new fanzine should not be compared with rFandANNia or even with
ANDRO, which were both 100% German (and 100% neo, if you will permit the
term), but rather with ALPHA, for Jan Jansen is responsible for layout,
script headings, duplicating and most of the artwork of both fanzines, Anc
if I find FANTUM the better of the two in these respects, it is the full-
page illustrations of ‘John Ashcroft and ATOM which serve to tip the
scales....

Anne has put into practice a very worthy and suprisingly constructive
1dea: to translate and reprint items from American and British fanzines
in order to show Gerfen the cream of mature fanac, to give them standards
against which to judge their own efforts, and to point out some of the
directions their own fanac witl take - if they wish., for this purpose
most of the reprints were well-chosen, You will know many of them already
so they need only be listed: Bob Linden's "american and British Sf" (a
ocomparison which originally appeared in "Andromeda™ 13); a long wilson
Tucker story from ?Time Stream", fall, 1951; a short introduction to ESP
by Ted mason; and "Topsy", the first part of John Brunner's Nufu analysis
of SF, finally, part of Bob Tucker's "Neofan's Guide,"

There 1s only one GQerfan contribution: a short story by "Jorge <.
Lancha", This was quite effectively written except for the host of mean-
ingless exclamation marks. These are inserted in an attempt to force the
reader to get excited about the arrival of a middle-aged couple mMarjorie
and Jerry Halk, stars of the Terran Space Patrol, at "Destination Zgun-
oyl." After having traced "indecipherable space radio signals" to this
apparently uninhabited planet of a green star, they suddenly loose con-
sciousness and recover to find themselves back at their villa in Chicago--
thelr spaceship parked on the lawn outside! They realize that the inhabi-
tants of that far planet "must have possessed unimaginable telskinetic
powers," and then they sense a telepathic voice which warns them anfl the
rest of humanity to keep away from Zgunoyi. Ant that's that.

No doubt you miss the snappy ending you're used to in such two-page
shorts, but in my experience German fiction is quite often depressingly
straightforward, and a twist or surprise ending seems to be the exception
rather than the rule. But I've never been able to understand why 1]



exclamation marks (and, inocidentally, very short, tense sentences) are
scattered so liberally throughout German pulp literature, rfor the fun of it
I counted them in "Destination Zgunoyl'" and found them rounding off 24 of
the total of 54 sentences! This 1s quite 1lneffective abuse of punctuation,
for the eye soon begins to Ignore the exclamation marks, particularly after
seeing them used to try to conjure up thrills in such sentences as: "The
morning twilight flooded the wide plain,,.,.with a milky green light!" "It
was the year 2122!" "The door closed automatically behind them!" and so on,

The only other original material (apart from a letter from BoBloch
commending Ann's venture) is her own: a review of American and British
promags and pbs (in which she bemoans thc poor quality of Utopia novels);
reviews of fanzines (in which she gives the editorial addresscs of eleven
but carefully omits that of the twelfth - ANDRO) and an editorial.

In her editorial Anne gets out FANTUM's aims. firstly and most empha-
tically, FANTUM does not seek to promote an interest in S¥ ("What a sorry
affair the fanzine would be if this were its purpose!"):; but rather to
show the German "SF=Freund" what's going on "outside", "while SF as a 1lit-
erature itself is the common bond" and although "some of us have literary
ambitions," rcaders have varied interests and FANTUM will bring up "phil-
osophical, soclological, religious and other guestions" for discussion,"if
you prcfor to considor scientific subjects it will be possible to get some-
thing on these lines, too, - but I believe we are most interested in curr-
ent affairs or rather their future shape - e6.g. Social questions of today
and their solutions in SF; Genetics and SF; why SF Soday?; Is SF merely
escape literature?; The 'New Look' in S/; Einstein's message; and so on...
(I riust confess, I find this programme cuite attractive - but then, I'm
SerCon,..) "There will also be some humor in our approach - we are not only
interested in all these matters which move us, but welcome fannish activity
on the part of our readers..." (Don't shoot the translater; it's Anne her-
self who keeps mixing the editorial We's and I's!)

It's not difficult to guess who is the target for a number of asper-
sions Anne casts in her editorial, although she never mentions a name. "In
international circles," she writes, "there is a taboo against earning money
en a fanzine” (but I note that FANTUM coats more than aANDRO!). In the
actual review of ANDRO she does not mince words: ANDRO "is not a fanzine as
the rest of the world understands fanzines. Bo! The difference is that the
editor of this fanzine is a dirty old pro." and, she goes on, "since Herr
Ernsting is a filthy pro, he can hardly wonder at others making life miser-
able for him," (was this the hate that launch'd a thousand tiffs, and
scorched the topless towers of Gerfandom?)

Now just watch Anne get lost in the ramifications of her own vindict-
iveness: "Here we have the clubzine of the SFCD," she writes, "in which
those people gather who are less interested in SF as a literature than in
rockets, the exploration of space and similiar things... I'm fed up to the
teeth with rockets and such cheese, which belong so mush to the present
that it's impudence to bring these curds as SF.., In my opinion ANDRO is
the best means one could use to frighten youth away from S#f., And all the
world over fandom is not based on SF alone, so why shouldn't this apply in
Germany?" She then recalls that Germany had given the world great “kngin-
eering Novels", and asks Zrnsting to get "something new, something German"
rather than slavish American=-type stuff ("Epigonentum a la Amerikana -
sic) =-- "It's up to you whether fans get something new or have to follow
in the ruts left by the others."



We have thus arrived at the amusing paradox that Anne Steul, who
brings almost wholly foreign reprints, criticiging walter Hrnsting for
following too closely in American footsteps and not developing native
talent! Needless to say, Walter Ernsting brings the same reproach against
Anne (in ANDRO 3). This is feuding with a vengeance; such arguments need
no longer be taken seriously...

ANDROmeda No. 3 feb/Mar 1956 (Official organ of the 37CD; Editor: Walter
Ernsting, Ruppichteroth/Siegkreis Velken, Germany - 36 pp - Price LM
0,50 {104 or 12¢)) :

A larger and better-looking ANDRO,-thish; well-inked, with numbered

pages, no unsightly gaps and no cartoons!

0 i » 3110 with 'uplife! ---
ans%?ag f‘é&i@e orrygrxl‘ ﬁlar?ts the ag c;éf

United Terra on a desolate planet. This
and the small interior title 1llos are
again by 'Spiceo’ (whose initials close-
ly resemble 'f.B.').

Contents ~ the mixture much as be-
fore: short storles by Harry Fengler ..
and Ernst Hulsch, reports from Fgrjﬁl'
local groups in Stuttgart, Hanover, =~ *~
Duisburg and Munich, a member's account
of hisg visit to the American 'ATOM! exibition in Munich; Ernst Richter's
report of an interview with Hermann Oberth and an article by Horst sck-
mann: "SF - Basis for a New Philosophy". Horst writes of science-fiction's
positive function as being to show what mankind could achieve; and refers
to the danger that "an enthusiasm for the future might degenerate into a
technical fanaticism which ignores the real problems still facing ths
vorld." Another article is by wolf Detlef Bohr (who has replaced Kose
Ebert as member of the SrCD committes, and who duplicated this ANDRQ); it
is an apology for his past novels, the 'fantastic Adventures on Strange
rlanets' series published by Doerner and the Utopia 'Krimis' - Detective
Stories of the world of Tomorrow. These had been written "for the reader
anexperienced in SF," but now is writing a series of real science~ficiion
due to appear under the pseudonym "wayne Coover,'

In f'Librarian's Corner!' Walt Spiegl lists over 80 books which are
availlable to members, the only charge being the postage to pass the book(s)
m to the next reader; in "Book Club" Hein Bingenheimer lists newly=pub-
tished SF, and gives short reviews of "The Incredible rlanet" and "The
fumaniods" (Rauch) and "The Star Kings" and "City at Worlds End" (Weiss),
Jalt Spiegl then gives an excellent two-page critiocue of Manfred Langre-
ws' "Reich im Mond" - "the work of a scilentist who has taken great pains
50 present his readers with thrilling and entertaining future fiction ...
rut Germagn authors still have to throw off what John W Campbell Jr once
ralled 'the burden of tradition'! before they can create real science
Yiction..."” Then another, more favourable review of the same book, this
;:ime by Professor Stammer, head of the Zoological Department of Erlangen
niversity. In his "Literary Department” Ernst Richter also distinguishes
vetween "SF" ("Fiction which takes today's scientific theme and extends
t, develops it in an attempt to discover where modern science can lead
183"), "Space Opera" ("fiction which takes a known theme but without ne-
egsarily developing it, uses i% to describe space war, interplanetary
nd other conflicts within as thrilling a plot as possible"), and |



#Zukunfts-Romane"” ("Fictlon which ignores sclentific eccuracy and des-
cribes things and events which could perhaps happen some day, but whic%
must be regarded as improbable in view of today's scientific knowledge").

1Club News' includes the announcement that a Club badge is now avail-
able ("From now on we'll be able to sit with kindred fans when we see a
SF film, so as not to have to suffer the highly redundant remarks of the
casual cinema-goer"), Then comes a further installment of the list of mem-
beras (bringing the total up to 238) and the names of seven who have
left the SFCD, five in silence after failing to renew their subscriptions,
two announcing thelr regret at having to retire to permanent Gafia be-
cause of lack of spare time, One of these was Franz Petrides, who donated
his small collection of 20-0dd books to the SFCD library; the other was
the first Berlin fan, member no. 4 of the 3FCD, 17-yoar-old Manfred
Schulz, who plana to dovotc himsolf oxclusivcly to
music (Appropriateoly enough his story in ANDRO 2
was titlcd "The Eternal Molody").

fnally, ropercussions of tho wetzCon: my own
Conrep, which echoes both my annoyance at the FAN-
TUM attacks on Ernsting and the SFCD and my disa-
ppointment at Anne Steul's refusal to co-operate
with them, Then Walter's own editorial, which ex-
presses his resentment at her first damning the
SFCD and then sieiing on the list of members as her
only chance of contacting other fans, by sending
FANTUM to all SFCD members, He appeals to hepr:
elther work together with the SFCD "hand in hand
towards creating links between fans," or, if she
chooses to go her own way, at least remain neutral.
But if she:continues to attack the S#CD or him,
then he will answer her in her own tongue... "“ror
us, " ho concludes, "!3F Fan' means 'SF Friend!,
rather than '37 Fool,!'"

This issue of ANDRO went to press before Hein
Bingenheimer was able to announce that negotiations
(initiated by the doyen of Continental fandom, Jan
Jansen) had at last led to somec measure of agree-
ment with Anne Steul. Thus ANDRO burst in on the
flimsy truce, just as FANTUM did at the wetzCon,

If the worst comes to the worst, Anne in her turn might take the hard
words of ANDRO as grounds to disintexr the hatchet once again, On the other
hand she may reali<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>